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CWMI Update - April 2012

http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/updates.htm
Educational Events-upcoming
•

Composting 2012-From Wood Waste to Health & Safety – April 13, 2012, Cornell Cooperative Extension of
Erie County, East Aurora, NY. Register by April 9th : http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/aprilcompostworkshop.pdf

•

26th Annual BioCycle West Coast Conference 2012 – Composting, Organics Recycling & Renewable Energy.
April 16-19, 2012, in Portland, OR. http://www.jgpress.com/westcoast/2012/index.html

•

International Compost Awareness Week – May 6-12, 2012. http://compostingcouncil.org/icaw/

•

4th International Symposium on Managing Animal Mortality, Products, By Products, and Associated Health
Risk: Connecting Research, Regulations, and Response – May 21-24, 2012, in Dearborn, MI. Register
before April 20, 2012 to receive an early bird rate. http://umaine.edu/byproducts-symposium/

•

Details coming soon for our next PWT meeting - Watch your email.

Educational Resources
•

Horse Mortality: Carcass Disposal Alternatives, an 8-page fact sheet about natural rendering options for
equine carcasses. (Available later this month!) http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/horsefs.pdf
An accompanying 5-minute video is in final production and will be available to download also in April
(check our website).

•

New York Biomass Trader – Where Organic Waste Becomes A Resource.
http://www.biomasstrader.org/ny/

Program News!
•

Changing of the guard – Murray McBride has stepped down as director and, as of January 1, 2012, Jean
Bonhotal was appointed our new director. Murray continues his role with the Healthy Soils, Healthy
Communities program.

•

Like the rest of the world, the island of Puerto Rico has its waste management problems. Of the 24
landfills operating in Puerto Rico, only 14 will remain in operation in 2014. On February 29th, 2012, Jean
Bonhotal and Mary Schwarz traveled to Puerto Rico to participate in a unique internship program in
Puerto Rico where more than 40 students from six universities in Puerto Rico learned about organics
management, recycling, and additional strategies to reduce waste on the island. The program was
coordinated by Syracuse University’s Environmental Finance Center (EFC) with support from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture Rural Development Program (USDA-RD), and is in alignment with the goals of
the Puerto Rico Recycling Partnership (PRRP). CWMI developed curricula and educational materials for the
interns to utilize as they teach K-12 students, and delivered training on composting basics and methods
through a 2-day workshop on March 2 and 3 in San Juan. The curricula and educational materials are
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posted on CWMI’s website and are available in English and Spanish at
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/workshopreadings.htm. It was a rewarding experience, as these college
students are interested, excited and energetic about learning how to close the sustainability loop. They
will initially reach out to young students sharing the information learned and implementing composting at
their schools, but what is more important is the “ripple effect”. The college and primary school students
can continue making a difference teaching their families, friends and communities about composting now
and, as our future decision makers and educators.
•

“Recycler of the Year” was awarded to Ken Van Alstine at the 2011 New York State Recycling Conference
in November. Congratulations Ken!

•

On December 22, 2011, Hannah Shayler gave birth to “Kai”, an 8 lb 4 oz, 21” baby boy. Congratulations
Hannah and Justin!

•

Our web site’s search engine is up and running again after being down for a few weeks.
http://cwmi.css.cornell.edu/search.htm
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